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Auditory priming effect on improvement in L2 pronunciation: Focusing on word stress
and schwa
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This study investigated whether repetition practice involving the auditory priming
effect can contribute to improving one aspect of the pronunciation of English, namely, word stress, speci
fically the schwa's guality and the durational ratio of schwa to the stressed vowel in words ﬁronounced by
Japanese learners of English. The results showed that 5 repetitions of auditory words in a short period o
T time is effective for both high- and low-familiarity words from high frequency English words from the BN
C, as well as for words with schwa in the initial and final syllables. Attention to syllables while repeat
ing a word (repeating syllable-segmented words) facilitates the target pronunciation. In addition, the ort
hographic information is helpful for learning the pronunciation only if it is provided after learners have
received intensive phonetic input. Lastly, the learning effect lasted 10 minutes but did not last a week

under the condition of only repetition of auditory words.
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