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The relationship between writing performance of learners of English as a second
language and their linguistic text features
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In this study, | have undertaken research into the writing performance of
learners of English as a second language and their linguistic text features. First, 1 focused on lexical
comﬁlexity features in the learners’ texts, which were subcategorized into lexical diversitﬁ and
sophistication, comparing the validity of these indices. The results showed that lexical sophistication
discriminated the proficiency levels of learners more clearly than lexical diversity measures. Second, |
synthesized and meta-analyzed the results of previous studies on correlations between the writing
performance of English learners and their text features: namely, fluency, lexical and syntactic
complexity, and accuracy. The results indicated that fluency had the highest correlation with overall
writing quality, followed by accuracy and lexical and syntactic complexity. Moderator analyses showed
that learner age, test environment, and task type were significant moderators of correlational strength.
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