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The study of a food processing technology in prehistory of the eastern Japan
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At the 4 remains of the Jomon Era in Shirakami-sanchi area, we analyzed soil
sample by Archaeobotany method. As a result, it is the first time that the types of nuts mainly available
for energy sources changed rapidly from Quercus, Fagus, and Castanea to Japanese horse chestnut (Aesculus
turbinata) in Shirakami area. By use wear observation of a ground stone tool and the starchy analysis, we
observed the characteristic use wear and the starch of nuts and rhizome in northern Tohoku. And, we
compared with Japanese folklore data. It became clear that the difference in the use wear and the starch
of the ground stone tool concerns a change in the selectivity of the use plant as well as the regional
difference in the natural environments.
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