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This study discusses interaction between environmental change around tombs and
religious practice in the context of development of modern Okinawa, promoted under multi-layered power
structure. The focus is specifically on the changes in people’ s religious practice brought by the change
of the material for building tombs. Although cultural anthropology and religious studies have accumulated
vast knowledge on the power of materiality as in study of the fetish or Feng Shui, discussion of
cooperation between people and tombs through a perception of a tomb as an agency or a materiality was
never held. This study reveals the process of networking and its structure between people and tombs, not
limited to the time and space of the ritual, but through interaction in the change of materiality as
environmental change around tombs.
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