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A Study of Medical Anthropology on Care in the AIDS temple
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In this research, | try to clarify the meaning of death and palliative care for th

e people living with HIV/AIDS in Thai society. This research focuses on the socio-cultural background of "
ritual death™ which means a form of social death in the AIDS temple. Their care requires "moral witness" t
0 build a sense of value on life and death. Moral witness supports the people®s ritual death for good rein
carnation. The people have "forgiveness and forgetfulness™ for all kind of care, even though the% seem to
be no mercy for the people who are just dying. After their study to be a member of the temple, the people
come to forgive and forget other®s mistake in order to be forgiven and forgotten by others.

Finally,1 would like to compare palliative care in Theravada Buddhism with in Christianity through my
volunteer work. | expect HIV/AIDS situation offer us to think how to care for the people, to decrease disc
rimination, and to rethink on our life and death.
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