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Since the latter half of the 1980s, primary school education has rapidly expanded
in Bangladeshi rural society and school education has become familiar to people. Children who were born in
the 1980s have started going to school where their parents had no such experience. Their childhood and no
wadays® adolescence has been dramatically changed over a generation. My research project focused on these
changes; what kind of impact their school experience has brought to their lives, and how their adolescence
have differed from those of the previous generation.

My anthropological subjects, who sat in their fourth grade classroom at school in a village in 2000 and 20
03, are already 20 years old. A few of them continue to go to school, many boys are working as urban migra
nts, and almost all the girls have already married. The ways of their transition from education to work or
marriage symbolize their adolescence and their negotiation leads the transformation of social structure i

n Bangladesh.
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