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This study shows that a passion for vengeance underlies punishment by opening a
new perspective on the relationship between retribution and vengeance. | reconsider the assumption that
vengeance is barbaric while retribution is reasonable. At the core of our passion for vengeance is
nothing less than a sense of justice, which is an essential component of human nature.

I attempt to describe punishment as an institution rooted in generalized passion for vengeance in a
society. Admittedly, there are some problems in emphasizing a passion for vengeance. The most significant
problem is penal populism. Undeniably, the passion for vengeance can be used politically. Despite those
problems, we cannot eliminate the influence of the passion for vengeance when considering the problem of
punishment.
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