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Using election data of all the prefectures in Japan since 2000, this project exami
nes how many women became candidates and were elected in prefectural assembly elections. The project also
conducted interviews with women local ex-legislators/incumbents and party members about their candidate se
lection process inside local branches. The research shows three main findings. First, women are more likel
y to be elected under large district magnitude. Yet, the percentage of women candidates in large-sized dis
tricts represented by five or more members is no more than that of four-member districts. The second findi
ng is that the success rate of women candidates in urban electoral districts, such as those of ordinance-d
esignated cities and Tokyo Special Wards, is lower than that of regular cities, towns and villages, though

more women ran in the former. Finally, women®s participation as candidates in prefectural assembly electi
ons depends on women®s partisanship and gender bias of party leaders.
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