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Yasuma Takata"s Thought of Depopulation
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Yasuma Takata (1883-1972), a sociologist and economist, asserted that population i
s the most important factor that contributes to social and economic change. He assumed that the large popu
lation results in cultural and economic development. This view formed the basis of his argument that Jaﬁan
*s population growth was necessary for the country to catch up with Europe and the U.S. He criticized the
contemporary mainstream thought that Japan was overpopulated and, on the contrary, insisted that Japan®s p
opulation was low. Therefore, in order to increase Japan®s population and develop Japan®s economy, society
and nation (Minzoku), he also insisted that it was particularly necessary to maintain a large population
in rural areas. He continued to demand that the government restrain the influx of population into cities b
y means of his proposed rural policy and national land planning.
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