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The development of inhibitive teaching behavior in preschool children and understand
ing of the prescoolers® teaching activities by children workers.
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Children®s teaching behavior becomes progressively more sophisticated in early chi
Idhood. It is important for young children to learn how to use teaching skills in everyday life. The purpo
se of this research was to investigate the development of inhibitive teaching in preschool children.The re
sults showed that 5 to 6 year old children could select inhibitive teaching behavior only when the informa
tion that protagonist wanted to solve the problem by oneself was presented in the story.These results sugg
ested that preschoolers could infer another person®s mental states and inhibit to teach when friend"s desi
re was presented clearly.The childcare workers, however, expected and encouraged the young children to inh
ibit their teaching activities and watch over their friends even in the case the absence of the friend"s m
ental states.It is suggested that the development of inhibitive teaching behavior in preschool children sh
ould be influenced by these expectations and encouragement.
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