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Development of a novel therapy for experimental autoimmune encephalomyelitis to intr

oduce a complete remission
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We previously reported that relapse of experimental autoimmune encephalomyelitis o
ccurred about one week after discontinuation of FTY720, but combination treatment with FTY720 plus pathoge
nic autoantigen significantly suppressed occurrence of relapse. Here, we investigated the mechanism(s). We

demonstrated that relapse after FTY720 alone was caused by release of autoantigen-specific T cells from s
econdary lymphoid tissues. Also, it was considered that the combination treatment with FTY720 plus pathoge
nic autoantigen might efficiently suppress relapse following discontinuation of treatment by inducing auto

antigen-specific T-cell anergy.
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