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Although circulating bone marrow-derived endothelial progenitor cells (BM-EPC) we
re reported to increase in patients with pulmonary arterial hypertension (PAH), it remains unclear in the
ﬁroliferative lesions such as intimal and plexiform lesions. The purpose of this §tudK is to investigate t

e expression of EPC in PAH rat model, mimicking the occlusive lesion formation like human PAH (Abe K. Cir
culation 2010).

Pulmonary hypertension (right ventricular systolic pressure ~100 mmHg) and severe pulmonary arteriopathy,
including concentric neointimal and complex plexiform-like lesions were developed. EPC-associated markers
including c-kit were highly expressed around the early occlusive lesion formations in this model. It sugg
ested that EPC probably could be involved in the development of these lesions in PAH.
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