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The epidemiological and clinical aspects of 100 cases of EBA and their relevance to
antigen epitopes recognized by autoantibodies

OTSUKA, Haruna
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i i Sera from over 100 epidermolysis bullosa acquisita (EBA) patients were
immunologically tested. Autoantibodies to envoplakin, desmocollins, or NC1/2 domains of type 7 collagen

were detected by immunoblots studies and indirect immunofluorescence studies. Histological distribution
of the specified autoantigen was investigated in relevance to the epidemiological and clinical aspects of
EBA.

To verify whether fluorescence overlay antigen mapping using laser scanning confocal microscopy
(FOAM-LSCM) s useful to differentiate linear IgA bullous dermatosis (LABD) from EBA, the results
utilizing FOAM-LSCM were compared with those of immunoblot studies. By FOAM-LSCM image analyses, IgA

deposition was above type IV collagen, while IgA deposition was below type IV collagen. The results of
FOAM-LSCM image analyses were consistent with those obtained on immunoblotting.
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