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This study aimed to identify the change and process of these characteristics in
childhood, hence, the feeding behavior of autism-model rat pups were examined through the weaning
period (from 11th postnatal day to 25th). As a result, the number of contacts and the average number of
meals ingested together of the two autism-model rats group showed lower numbers significantly compared
with the grouﬁ of healthy rats. In addition, we measured the amount of food intake in daytime and
night-time. The results showed that the amount of food intake of night-time in the group of healthy rats
significantly greater than the amount of daytime. However, there was no significant difference between
the amount of food intake of daytime and night-time in the group of autism-model rat pups. These findings
indicate that the rat pup models of autism displayed some characteristic feeding behaviors and the
circadian variation in feeding behaviour could be different between the autism-model rats.
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