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Reading comprehension is a complex cognitive task that requires not only syntactic

abilities but also vocabulary, knowledge, working memory, attention, etc. The present research explored c

ognitive abilities that are associated with reading comprehension performance. We examined individual®s pe
rformances in basic language skills, memory, arithmetic, and attention in addition to a reading comprehens
ion task. Results revealed correlations between reading comErehension performance and working memory capac
ities. Specifically, the operation span test, a complex working memory task, has a high correlation (r=0.4

) with reading _comprehension performance. These results suggest that complex working memory subserves read
ing comprehension.
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