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By the end of the 1990s after independence was declared in 1945, Japanese colonial
architecture from religious facilities to a range of government buildings is subject to destruction or un
pleasant and reluctant inheritance. In other words, some Japanese colonial buildings were demolished for a
symbolic reason of regained sovereignty and others remained to be used as government office buildings, ho
uses, stores, and so forth after repaired or while repairing in consideration of financial conditions. How
ever national cultural policy on preserving and utilizing modern-mostly colonial- historical architecture
based on the system of registering tangible cultural and historical properties established through an amen
dment of the Law for the Protection of Cultural Properties in 2001 has dramatically changed how to handle
Japanese colonial buildings in Korea. This research examines the social significance of this change with 4
cities™ cases of Incheon, Gunsan, Mokpo, and Guryongpo.
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