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Investigation of perceptual differences of Japanese and English listeners and applic
ations to perceptual training method
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The aim of the study is to contribute to the development of perceptual training ma
terials for English learners, particularly for being able to accurately perceive English consonants in noi
sy and reverberant public spaces such as at train stations and airports. We are surrounded by background n
oise and reverberation in our daily lives, and such background noise can be a burden when trying to percei
ve target sounds. Previous research has demonstrated that even native listeners are prone to background no
ise, and the tendency is even stronger for non-native listeners. The present study analyzed the performanc
e of Japanese listeners® perception of English consonants taking their English proficiency into considerat
ion, and proposed perceptual training using noise and reverberation instead of the traditional training in

quiet listening environment.
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