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This research focused on nineteenth century American writer and poet, Edgar Allan
Poe. It investigated the relationship between Poe"s interests in mesmerism (animal magnetism) and his idea
of creation, through close analysis of Poe"s literary texts as well as nineteenth century magazines and n
ewspaper articles related to the cultural discourse of mesmerism. As a result, this study revealed that Po
e"s interests in mesmerism deeply affected to his literary creation. Besides his several short stories whi
ch directly refer to mesmerism, this pseudoscience played an important role in his idea of creation and so
me works such as "The Fall of the House of Usher,”™ which never mentioned mesmerism. In addition, my resear
ch trip to the US. provided me a great opportunity not only to read rare resources but also to find new re

search idea which can be developed into next project.
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