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A Historical Study on "Quality Assurance" in English Universities
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This study investigates historical development of "quality assurance” in English u
niversities. In the late 19th century, university colleges were inspected by the Advisory Committee on Uni
versity Grants, and the quality of teaching was assessed on the basis of implementation of Arts and Scienc
es education, which can be distinguished from technical and/or professional education. With the creation o
T new degree titles at newly-established "civic universities™ in 1900s, the examination subjects became di
verse. In order to assure the quality of university education, each civic university was required to condu
ct peer review by the government. It can be said that the university inspection conducted by the advisory
committee and the peer review conducted by the universities were complementary to each other in terms of g
uality assurance.
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