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This study is divided into the three dimensions below: (1) Constructing framework
for historical development of Target Costing; (2)Researches on the Target Costing development; (3)The curr
ent practices of Target Costing. (1)A new framework for Target Costing development was constructed by focu
sing on the Value Engineering (VE) as a social and institutional practice. (2)Based on the framework, we s
crutinized how and why VE was shared by Japanese manufacturers and developed to Target Costing during the
high economic growth. Historical materials analyzed and interviews are conducted in these researches. (3)
By investigating the current Target Costing practices in Japanese manufacturers, We showed how Target Cost
ing practices are developing with the current progresses of manufacturing such as common platform utilizat
ion and modularization.
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