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The Legal Analysis of the Interests of Stepchildren: Exploring the Concept of "Paren
t* and “Marriage”
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This study examined the legal status of step-relationship in Japan, especially usi
ng both socio-legal and comparative approaches. The analysis suggests some limitations of the Japanese law
system in serving the interests of children through the dynamic changes of family relationships following
parental divorce, remarriage and redivorce. Under the current system, adoption is the only available mean
s of conferring on stepparents a formal status as the children®s carer. However, a strong pressure to con
form to the model of standard marriage family, represented by one couple and "their children”, is deeply r
ooted in the Japanese law as well as society. This pressure turns adoption into no more than an_accessory
to parental remarriage. If we attempt to explore this issue further for the purpose of considering a desir

able form of the law system on stepfamilies, it should be helpful if we tackle the question of how far and
in what way the standard marriage family model can step back.
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