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Importance of UGT1Al in breast milk-induced neonatal hyperbilirubinemia
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UDP-Glucuronosyltransferase (UGT) 1Al is the sole enzyme that can metabolize bilir
ubin. In the present study, we demonstrated that UGT1Al is expressed not only in the liver and small intes
tine, but also in the skin. It was further demonstrated that oleic acid, linoleic acid, and docosahexaenoi
c acid (DHA), which are fatty acids included in the human breast milk, can strongly inhibit the UGT1Al act

ivity.
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