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Nurse®s involvement with families of children with severe motor and intellectual dis
abilities in their terminal stages
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Aim: The aim of this study was to describe the nurses” involvement with families o
f children with severe motor and intellectual disabilities (SMID)in the terminal stages.Methods: A qualita
tive descriptive research method was used. Study participants comprised eight nurses. Semi-structured inte
rviews were used to collect data. Results: Six categories were extracted as ways in which nurses were invo
Ived with families of children with SMID in the terminal stages. These categories were: respect the parent
s, be mindful of the parents” peace, be close to the child with the parents, maintain the family"s state o
f being, leave proof that the child was alive, and adjust the care for family with the medical team. Concl
usion: One of the characteristics of a child with SMID is that, unlike childhood cancer, it is difficult t
0 ascertain the endpoint. Thus, as extracted from the present study, strengthening the involvement with th
e family will be desirable.
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