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Through comprehensive historical studies, this collaborative research aimed
to clarify the complicated structure of the modern world that prevents disarmament and arms control.
Since the Second World War, the arms trade has expanded rapidly and has become more complicated.
However, the essential structure of this expansion and complexity was already formed prior to the
First World War. To clarify these historical facts, our research project analysed arms transfer in
diverse ways, including economic history, history of international affairs, imperial history,
military history and other related fields. Our research project applied arms transfer as an
analytical concept for the first time to the field of historical research.
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