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A Comparative Study of "Indigenous Knowledge™ and “Modern Science": An
Ethnographic Analysis of the Dissemination Processes of Knowledge and Technology
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This study examined the mechanism that generates and maintains indigenous
knowledge (knowledge and technologies rooted in localities) and modern techno-science in terms of
the social processes of dissemination and institutionalization of knowledge and technology,
revealing their common features and differences. We focused on fields such as environmental
management and development wherein they encounter each other and interact. This examination revealed

that they are not fundamentally different as previous studies have argued. Rather, their
differences derive from the process through which people with diverse aims and from various
backgrounds encounter and negotiate with each other, thereby materially and semiotically generating
multiple worlds. This study also showed that the process of translation in their encounters and
interactions involves friction and conflict, which are indispensable for the creative, productive
development of both types of knowledge.
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