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As society focuses on extremely small numbers of sensational juvenile
crimes, one characteristic of juvenile criminals highlighted in recent years is the presence of
psychiatric issues. As part of procedure in matters of protection of such juveniles, it is necessary

to clearly understand the particulars of any psychiatric issues. Concrete, specific treatment also
requires the development and implementation of resocialization programs that eliminate psychiatric
issues. Yet, any association between psychiatric approaches and juvenile protection procedure has
hitherto been inadequate. Through a literature review, discussions at academic meetings of various
specialists, and visits to juvenile facilities both within Japan and overseas, this study clarifies
the practical relation between psychiatry and juvenile protection procedure and provides directions
for the future.
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