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Cases of ALS and parkinsonism were clinically examined during a 2001-2017
survey in Bade, nearby villages, and Kepi in Papua. In 2001-2017 in the whole region, the 33 cases
were diagnosed as motor neuron disease, 17 cases were diagnosed as overlapping ALS and parkinsonism,

and 30 cases as parkinsonism. It is significant that there were many cases showing pure ALS and an
overlap of ALS and parkinsonism also in Papua same as the report in Guam and Kii. The changing
patterns of decrease of ALS and persistence of parkinsonism in Papua might be caused by change of
environmental and socioeconomic factors and aging as well in Guam and Kii.
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