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"Literature of sensibility” in late 18th-century Britain endorsed moral
sentiments, such as sympathy and benevolence, and yet writers, in particular women, also feared that
sensibility could at the same time lead to cruelty, profligacy and self-interested indulgence at the
height of pleasure-seeking consumer culture.

This project focused on the moral ambivalence of ei hteenth-centur% sensibility and aimed to examine how
women writers tried to regulate and control its public reception through literary representations. By
adoptin? various approaches, such as gender studies, medical history, social history, and
post-colonialism, we successfully showed how this two-sided sensibility served as gender ideology in
constructing discourses on charity, education, maternity, consumer culture and colonialism. The
complexity of the culture of sensibility was explored especially in terms of its relationship with
medical and religious discourses as well as with vegetarianism.
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