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This 4 years joint research on the governance of medieval papacy revealed
three conclusions. First, the papal curia developed its bureaucratic and diplomatic systems
according to European political and diplomatic changes on the base of internal and external
communication. Second, as a universal monarch, it had its influence on all European polities
belonging to Latin Christendom from Scandinavia to the lIberian peninsula. Third, papal contacts with

the Byzantine empire, Islamic polities and the Mongols outside Latin Christendom expanded European
knowledge on the world and changed its self-recognition.
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