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Empirical socio-legal study on the experiences of the disaster victims and the
social construction of their legal needs

Sato, lwao

14,400,000

o i This study aims at exploring the reality of the experiences of the disaster
victims at the time of and after disaster through empirical socio-legal investigation and

understanding the social construction of their legal needs. The key findings of this study are as
follows: legal needs of the disaster victims tends to be unfelt/ unrecognized by themselves; the
local structure of the legal service ﬁrovider is one of the most vital factors eliciting their
potential legal needs. Furthermore, this study has put forth some policy recommendations for
improving the “ Comprehensive Legal Support System” and developed a general theoretical framework
for the socio-legal study on legal needs on the basis of Amartya Sen’ s capability approach.
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