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This research clarified the characteristics of the history of governmental
structural reform in postwar Japan by combining comparative research on governmental structural
reform of the developed countries, based on the newly discovered administrative drafts and oral
history records. Firstly, the reform of governmental structure is characterized by the balanced
relationship between the coordination and the independent agencies. Secondly, the three types of
policy networks, that is to say, domestic, international, and financial policy networks have been
basic elements of the governmental structure. Thirdly, the issue networks, which have produced “
politics of ideas” , have influenced the governmental reform in the critical era of postwar Japanese

administrative history.
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