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Iwami-lzumo region was a typical region of the western Japan where the
population increased (annually slightly less than 0.2%) over the period of from 1721 to 1846 which
is remarkable compared with that it decreased in the eastern Japan. Regarding to lwami-lzumo region,
we found that the region can be divided into three areas: seaside, intermediate and mountainous; in

the seaside area, fish peddling and shipping along with fishery boosted; in the intermediate area,
rice cropping evolved including field-developing; and in the mountainous area, iron producing and
mining other metals attracts workers. Each area b{ the economic activities in the mode of
pre-capitalist production sustained its specific level of population increase through mostly natural
increase including sudden contraction by the famine and the restoration thereafter.
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