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connexin cytopathy in the pathogenesis of demyelinating disorders

Kira, Jun-ichi
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We found the extensive loss of connexins in active lesions of demyelinating
disorders including multiple sclerosis, neuromyelitis optica and Balo"s disease.Also we performed
combined neuropathological and neuroradiological studies in spinal cord lesions from NMO patients. We
showed all of isolated perivascular lesions, early lesion of NMO, were located in lateral and posterior
columns in spinal cord. In addition, we examined whether T lymphocyte could influence cultured astrocytic
Cx43 by using in vitro assay. We revealed that Thl-derived factor could downregulate the expression of
astrocytic Cx43.
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