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Novel therapeutic strategy targeting ovarian cancer stem cells and their niche
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To investigate the role of cancer stem cell marker CD44 variant 6 (CD44v6) in the
development of distant metastasis In patients with epithelial ovarian cancer. The association between the
expression of CD44v6 and distant metastasis was evaluated based on immunohistochemical analysis. Distant
metastasis-free survival was compared between the CD44v6-high and -low groups. At the time of ovarian
cancer diagnosis, distant metastasis occurred in 13 of 53 patients in the CD44v6-high group and 17 of 133
patients in the CD44v6-low group. The median metastasis-free survival after stage I-111 ovarian cancer
diagnosis was 19.5 months in the CD44v6-high group and 39.5 months in the CD44v6-low group. Multivariate
analysis demonstrated that CD44v6 expression was an independent risk factor for distant metastatic
recurrence. In conclusion, CD44v6 represents an important predictor of distant metastasis.
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