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Development of a support spectrum for nursing students with developmental
disability characteristics
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The purpose of this study is to clarify the actual situation of nursing students
who demonstrate developmental disorder characteristics, and to establish an effective support model.
This study examined characteristics of nursing students who needed special assistance for learning, and
developed a checklist to screen behavioral issues of the target students. The checklist suggested six
nursing students who might suffer developmental disorder and they were followed one year by nursing
faculty. The interaction process contents between students and teachers were analyzed by using the Roy’' s
Adaptation Model to facilitate transforming ineffective coping skills to effective ones. The current data
indicate that nursing faculty felt challenges with mentoring the students with developmental disability
characteristics which widely range. However, it is expected that reinforcing students’ effective coping
skills might lead further better learning process in bachelor’ s program.
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