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In Insular Southeast Asia, the political meanings of national border have

frequently changed in accordance with the regional and global politics since the 1960s. How have the
people in the trans-border societies reorganized their culture and identitg in such a circumstance?
This project revealed that there are three patterns: 1) the people in the border societies
reconfigured their culture and identity negotiating with nation-states which enclosed part of their
transnational socio-cultural zone; 2) they revitalized their culture and identity based on the
network in the transnational socio-cultural zone they have traditionally lived; and 3) they invented
their culture and identity through the interaction with the “ non-indigenous” transnational
network (i.e. the network with U.S. based NGO). The project also pointed out that there are
different patterns of cultural and identity reorganization in a trans-border society depending upon
the immigrant generation or class.
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