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Since 2010, scholars from Kyushu University have been regularly visiting the
museum to research our collection of Edo period woodblock-printed books acquired through the 2003
purchase of the Richard Lane Collection. They are slowly sifting through roughly 11,000 books, many of
them exceedingly rare. A few of them are the only existing copy on earth.

While the group’ s main objective is to compile a list of old Japanese books located outside of Japan,
their work has significantly benefited the museum. The project helped the museum to better understand its
collection of woodblock printed books, and in doing so has made it possible for the museum to display
examples of these woodblock-printed books in the exhibition Hiroshige®s City: From Edo to Tokyo, which is
currently on view. The Lane Collection has many copies of these kinds of works that may not exist in
their complete form in Japan, but here they do.
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Richard Lane Collection

http://art_honolulumuseum.org/
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