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This research project finds that it is possible for European society to
understand "le" as Japanese original historical existence, by way of historical comparisons focusing on
family budget. Throughout the project, the research team has found many unknown and untouched documents.
The data from the newly found documents in Kami-shiojiri, Ueda, Nagano provide evidence of the formation
of the family budget as well as the beginning of family branches of family unions in the mid-eighteenth
century. The growth of the silkworm egg industry in the village and the area enabled this formation. By
the development of the market economy, the European family and household show chronological changes in
consumption with the regional or national variations, while the Japanese cases clearly express the

formation of the family budget.
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