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The effect of childhood®"s reading environment on first-grade children in literacy
development.

Shirakawa, Yoshiko
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This study aims to clarify how home-ECEC reading environment in early childhood
and the first grade affects first-grade children in literacy development.

Subjects: 943 pairs of parents and their first-grade children in fifteen primary schools. We conducted a
questionnaire survey to parents to find out their children’ s reading environment at home, and evaluated
children’ s literacy by “ word recognition” , “ listening” , “ looking for the differences of sound” ,
and “ reading sentences” .Parents who value “ Imagination and parent-child relationship” tend to use the
library more frequently than those who value “ Reading comprehension” .The children whose parents read
books in their childhood have high-level listening and reading comprehension skills, whereas children

whose parents still read books have low-level skills. The children reading a lot tend to have high-level
listening skills.
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= More ® About half an hour = About twenty minutes
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Item ‘ Average | SD
Category I : Acquiring knowledge and letters Avg.=3.50
1.Children increase their ability to focus 3.99 1.04]
4.Children learn letters 2.61 1.11
7.Children expand their vocabulary 4.01 0.92]
8.Children improve their reading skills 3.39 1.18

Category II : Imagination and teacher-child relationships Avg.=4.49

Heveryday Malmost everyday ®sometimes Mnot often Mnot at all

1

3-year-old
1.0

4-year-old
2.0

5-year-old

2. Children enjoy the world of books 4.87 0.37]
3.Teachers like parens build a relationship with children 4.29 0.82]
5. Children develop their imagination and have dreams 4.63 0.6
6.Children deepen their thinking 4.16 0.85
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