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Research into the Background of the Formation of Zen Gardens in the 14th to 15th
Centuries: Reevaluating Muso Soseki
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In order to delve into the background of the formation of Zen gardens in the 14th
to 15th centuries, we reevaluated Muso Soseki.The results indicate that, 1) Kuge (court nobles), which
had not made use of Zen gardens, started using the gardens of Saiho-ji and Tenryu-ji that were produced
by Muso after 1333, in the context of dynastic culture, involving Buke (samurai families).Ilt was also
revealed that the decline of the Kuge gardens that had been available to dynastic culture at the end of
the Kamakura period is a factor.2) Regarding the use of the Zen gardens by Kuge in the dynastic cultural
context, Muso was receptive as long as it was beneficial for Zen training, as mentioned in
Muchu-Mondoshu. As a result, the cultural exchanges between Zen monks, Kuge and Buke became increasingly
lively in the gardens of the early Muromachi period.
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