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The substance of this research was the question why the five string cello has
almost disappeared. The most likely reason why cellists nowadays don’ t use five string cellos could be a
possible loss in sound volume and quality. Since there are very few data about the sound properties of a
five string cello the purpose of this project was to build a new instrument and research its sound
qualities. For this purpose, measurements of original five string cellos were studied. Construction began
and every step of the procedure was documented. After the final instrument was completed it was used
playing compositions intended for four- and five string cellos. The final conclusion was the fact that
while the fifth string is often very helpful the sound properties of a five string cello compare poorly
to a four string cello’ s. This research can be considered as successful since hopeful users of a five
string cello now have access to a wealth of information which was not available until now.
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