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Construction of research methods of Waka (traditional Japanese poetry) history,
based on the analysis of rhetorical expressions
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The aim of this research is to develop new methods of studying ancient Waka

( history. It is based on the analysis of influences of Chinese verse and prose on ancient
Japanese poetry, from the viewpoint of rhetorical expressions such as couplets and parallel
antithetical words connecting one thing with another in particular. The research has resulted in two
findings. One, an issue relating to research history, is that it has been made clear that theories

on couplets were developed with the distinction between meaning and form left remaining unclear. The

other is that it has been clarified that methodological awareness of how to chant things in poetry

was gradually nurtured in Manyoshu under the influences of Chinese verse and prose.
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