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This exhaustive research is on the dramatic use of letters in extent English
plays written from the 10th century to the end of the 16th century, with an emphasis on early modern
drama. The analysis was conducted on all the examples of the words “ letter” and “ paper” in English
drama written during the period, based on Harbage’ s “ Annals of English Drama: 975-1700" .

It was not until “ Fulgens and Lucrece” was written in 1497 that a letter as a missive communication was
introduced into English drama. Letters were, however, seldom used in drama until the 1570s. In the 1580s,
73 examples are found, and in the 1590s the number jumped to 191 examples, when letters established
themselves as a dramatic device: forged, misdelivered, or misread letters are used to create a crucial
moment in dramatic action.
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