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As the eighteenth-century English infatuation with porcelain comes to be
translated as that of English women, the Biblical metaphor of “ weaker vessel,” which served to
objectify women as the frail sex is attuned to define women as the seeker of the vessel. As a result, the
fragile china which is endeared by women comes to be identified as the women who endears it. The
feminization of porcelain is what occurs when sexuality and commodification are conjoined in constructing
the self-reflexive relationship between the desiring subject and the desired object in the male
imagination of eighteenth-century England. Although women as the desiring subject might be figured as a
statement of the increasing autonomy and independence in the consumer society, | argue that the agency of
the gaze which brings the female subjectivity into being is male. Women as the desiring subject, as well
as women as the desired object, is a construct created by the patriarchal fantasy of the age.
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