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He was not his own man-Dickens®™ losing proprietorship over himself in the U.S.
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i _This was a research project which aimed to show how much of his U.S. trips
were about owning something or somebody (when it comes to slavery).In other words, it was a

reassessment of his attitudes towards the rights of property during those periods.

The following are the two major findings. (1) The three major problems that harassed Dickens
during his first trip, (namely, the absence of international copyrights, lionisation, and slavery)
were all issues concerning proprietorship or the rights of property. (2) His attitude towards black
(ex-)slaves seems to have gone through a considerable change between his 1st trip (when he sounded
almost like an abolitionist) and the second, during which he wrote to his friend about "the
melancholy absurdity of giving these people [=black freedmen] votes." Dickens is limiting their
political ownership here, and this change of his can be contextualised in a shift in the Victorian
attitudes towards race that occurred during the 1850s and 1860s.
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