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Anancy stories, Caribbean folktales from West African mythology that can be
traced to the Akan people of the Ashanti state in Ghana, have been passed down for centuries by African
slaves and their descendants. Anancy, the symbol of wit’ s triumph over cruel strength, is a trickster
who can camouflage his resistance to his enemies with laughter to survive. Historically, the colonized in
the Caribbean have regarded these stories as insignificant tales for children, but many modern Caribbean
writers including Erna Brodber and Pauline Melville dare to incorporate them into their works and
ambitiously create new Anancy stories as a literary counterattack against colonialism.
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