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Basic research on the Upper Sorbian word order accounting for the frame structure -
from the viewpints of language contact and information structure
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In this research project, | investigated the word order of Upper Sorbian. Mainly
the following points are argued. (1) In Upper Sorbian, the Rahmen-structure (sentence frame) of which
German makes use is frequently observed. While the order of the verbal elements in the Upper Sorbian main
clause looks quite similar to that in German, Upper Sorbian subordinate clause shows great contrast to
German. Upper Sorbian subordinate clause uses quite often the same order in terms of verbal elements,
which differs from that of German. (2) Some sentence elements can be uttered even if the sentence is
completed. This research identified its occurrence in Upper Sorbian. Through these points, 1 evaluate
that the aim of the project is roughly achieved, which will serve as further research in the future.
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1981, Bautzen: Domowina Sewc-Schuster,
Hine, Gramatika hornjoserbskeje réce: 1. zwjazk
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, 1984
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(a)
(b)

Jan cita knihu.
Jan knihu cita.
Knihu cita Jan.
Knihu Jan cita.
Cita Jan knihu.
Cita knihu Jan.

Jan knihu
cita.

Potom [je pak jedne dzéc¢o Fijélo], kotr... alzo, te
dz&co [su zawesce te kruswy wabili].
1

Dann [ig doch ein Kind
gekommen], das ... also, das Kind [haben die
Birnen bestimmt gereizt].

Heine und Kuteva (2006:
49)
(grammatical replication)

a language, called the replica



language (R), creates a new grammatical
structure (Rx) on the model of some
structure (Mx) of another language,
called the model language (M)
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(a)
(b)
2
haj abo?
ka[k]? heno?
ton
ton

Ha tak woni dzeja wr6¢o tam, k tom Stomej,
hdzez jo ton, e, ton tamoén muz te kruswy
$¢ipal, a ton sej potom mosli, zo je, ym, zo su
woni te kruSwy kradnyli, hgj.

haj

Ha nadobo pfijédze jen hdlc zys jenym
kolesom, z-m €yr[wj]enym kolesom.

zys jenym kolesom 1

¢yr[wjlenym kolesom
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