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A Cognitive Linguistic study of Indirect Directive Constructions in English

TAKAHASHI, Hidemitsu

3,700,000

tell

A total of fifteen different types of Indirect Directive (hereafter, ID)
Constructions in English were identified and their relative frequencies were calculated. These ID
Constructions were found to differ not only in the nature of politeness but in propositional content as
well. In addition, TELL is the most frequently used verb with directive constructions as a whole, a
Ein?inﬂ suggesting that the act of seeking information plays a central role in directive speech acts in
nglish.

Furthermore, the verb plus first-person pronoun sequence was found to be prevalent in the majority of ID
Constructions as well as imperatives whereas the specific verbs that preferentially occur significantly
vary among different ID Constructions. Finally, interjectional and/or discourse-marker uses that are
quite common with imperatives were hardly witnessed with ID Constructions. Contrary to common belief, ID
Constructions can be hypothesized to be “ more genuinely" directive than imperatives.



Leave the room.
(Searle 1979:

36)

Tell me the
time.
(Clark and Schunk 1980: 111)

Wierzbicka

2003: 30

Takahashi 2012: chap.4
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Force Exertion
DESIRE, POWER, COST, ABILITY,
BENEFIT, OBLIGATION

COosT
OBLIGATION
2012
Takahashi 2012
Could you VP?

Would you mind
VPing?

1774
let’s
(2) tell 105 (2) let 104 (3) look 98 (4)
come 78 (5) get 74 (6) take 64 (8) be 60 (9) go 50
(10) give 46

tell give
look, come(on)

let
tell, let, give
me
forgive, excuse,
believe, trust

Takahashi 2012: chaps 2-4
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Would you mind VPing?
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can | could | will | would | would
you |you |you |you you
mind
197 50 106 93 13
901 219 |54 118 | 105% | 1.0%
% % %
can’t won’t | Why | why don’t
you you not | you
26 5 14 | 170
2.9% 0.5% 1.6% | 18.9%
Iwant | I need | I'd (would)
you to youto | likeyou to
901 148 29 12
16.2 % 3.2% 1.3%
I wonder if you | I'd appreciate it if If you
can/ could/ you could/ would /will
would ‘d/would
12 12 14
1.3% 1.3% 1.6%
. 15
Takahashi 2014a: Table 4
can you 21.9% would
you mind, I wonder if you, I’d appreciate it if
you
why don’t you I
want youto  can you
tell be, give, do,
come, go, get, help, take
can/could you tell
will you be, come, do

tell
why don’t you

(2

go, come

can you

(3
(let me, tell me, give me )
can you, could
you, will you, would you, I want you to, why
don’t you

marry me  will you helpme can
you/will you excuse me  will you/would
you
tell me:
give me:
marry me: will/would you
let me:
believe me:
trust me:
forgive me:
excuse me: will/would you
help me: can/could you  will you/would you
1
(Takahashi 2015b)
(4) tell
tell can
you
tell

(5) I wonder if you
I’d appreciate it if

you
®) “Cry me
a river.” 1970

2003
Takami 2003
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