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in, on, at, to

This work aims to give a comprehensive, systematic account of the meanings of
English prepositions including IN, ON, AT, and TO in a cognitive-linguistic framework. Based on the idea
that a word has one fixed meaning in its core from which various other uses are extended in a natural
way, | analyzed the very complex lexical structures of some of the main English prepositions by using
almost original data. 1 have come up with a comprehensive, systematic picture of the meanings of English
prepositions.
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Lakoff (1987)
ON
think it over
(a) OVER
contact () support
ON OVER
on Google on the
Internet
on a OVER
trip/vacation
on the
program/menu  on the team/committee
OVER
step on the brake, nibble on fruit, puff on
the cigar, pull back on the stick, blow on
the trombone
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(c) ABOVE, ACROSS, ALONG, BEHIND, BETWEEN,
BEYOND, FOR, FROM, OF , WITH

(a, con, de, en, para, por)
(a, avec, dans, de, en, par,
pour) (ab, aus, auf,

durch, in, mit, nach, von, zu, fir,
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Lakoff, George (1987) Women, Fire, and
Dangerous Things: What Categories Reveal
about the Mind, The Chicago University
Press.
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