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This project is an attempt to advance a theory of tag expressions with the aim
of constructing a grammar of spoken language. Although tags are observed in a wide range of spoken
English, school grammar has unfortunately been treating them as an appendage to main clauses, as easily
recognized by its very name. Having analyzed an amount of utterances or lines used in a certain series of
radio dramas, | have tried to investigate the patterns of various types of tags, which are basically
subcategorized into four: question tags, command tags, exclamatory tags, and statement tags. | have added
response tags to the categorization of tags.

Based on the results obtained from the research, | have made up an online learning material that helps
English learners understand the nature of tags, and incorporated the results of this project into one of
the chapters in the academic publication published in April, 2016.
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“ Yes,

itis.” " itis” “ John likes
his job, doesn’ t he?” *“ doesn’ t he”
“ How beautiful she is!”
“ she is”
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